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The Bacchante and her consorts dropped
anchor in Simon's Bay by the middle of
February, and at once began taking in
coal and provisions ready for any emergency,
whilst the Admiral and captains paid a visit
to Sir Hercules Robinson, the Governor.
During their stay at the Cape the young
Princes began to have personal experience
of the difficulties pertaining to Imperial
government. There was the native question,
with Basutos, Zulus, and Kaffirs always ready
to make trouble, and that other only partially
solved question, how to rule a colony such
as the Cape when two out of every three
inhabitants are of an alien race. The South
African Confederation is now an accomplished
fact, but the Dutch question must be an
anxious one for many years to come.
On February 27, the day after the battle,
the party waiting at Cape Town received
the disastrous news of the defeat at Majuba
Hill and of the death of Sir George Colley.
In the diary we find how this momentous
event affected the spirits of the two young
Princes. They record that there were no balls
or entertainments of any kind because of the
general depression caused by the bad news,
and that they felt but small inclination for the
excursions which had been planned to show